The Centenary Celebration
of
Lodge Kildrummie 906.

We gather here today to celebrate a milestone in the history of Lodge
Kildrummie. Thecentenary of any L odgeisa special occasion and today isno
different. OneHundred yearsin existenceisa great achievement. A person
celebrating their 100th birthday would receive a telegram from Her M aj esty
the Queen, a visit from a local palitician, a cake and he or she would be
surrounded by family and visited by someone from the Royal Mail. Wéell
today we are no different, we are represented by our Royal Family, Grand
L odge, our Local politicians, Provincial Grand Lodge, weare all Brothersso
that makes us family and we have had our cake. The only thing missing
BrethrenistheRoyal Mail. Well | do believethat if someonelooksback at my
families history someone in Clan Forbes would have sat himself down on a
stone, similar to the stone of destiny, and proclaimed himself King, so beinga
descendant that makes me a Royal Male.

Brethren it ismy honour and | deem it a great privilege to present to you a
shortened history of LodgeKildrummieand if you will bear with meit should
only take an hour or two. 100 yearsis some considerabletimeto cover and |
havetried to gather asmuch information about Kildrummiethat | havefeltis
interesting. However what isinterestingto memay not beto everyone'sliking
so please bear with me.

Thiscentenary celebration could havetaken place 82 yearsago, becausethere
was a Lodge in Methven, called Methven Union Lodge and | fedl that this
L odge should be mentioned because asyou will hear later, it hasagreat deal
to do with Kildrummie.

M ethven Union L odgewasformed because a number of Masonslivingin and
around thevillage of M ethven, wer emember sof L odgesin Perth, for example,
Scoon & Perth No. 3. These Brethren met on the 25 November, 1817 to
consider “ Thewant of a Masonic Lodgein thisvillage haslong been peculiarly
felt, by the Brethren residing in this neighbourhood being at such a distance
from any established Lodge” Remember Brethren thiswas1817 and Perth was
6 milesand Crieff 11 miles. TheBrethren resolved tounitetogether andtry to
obtain a charter. Four Brethren weretasked with thejob of drawing up an



outlineand judgewhat groundswer enecessary toobtain acharter. They had
to report back in seven days.

At a 2nd meeting 22 Brethren were present. They discussed thereport from
the committee of four, which was unanimously approved. The committee
however informed the meeting that they did not know the cost of obtaining a
charter, but thought that initially 10 shillings should be charged from those
wishingtojoin theLodgein Methven, but a brother could giveasmuch more
ashethought proper. TheBrethren then approached L odges Scoon & Perth
and Perth Royal Arch seeking their recommendations. It wasdecided to call
thenew Lodge“Methven Union Lodge”. A petition wasthen drawn up inthe
names of Richard WILSON (Master), David Cuthbert(W.S.W.), Matthew
Moncrieffe (W.J.W.) And 9 othersrequesting Grand L odge grant a Charter.

It would appear that L odge Scoon & Perth did not givether recommendation
and the Brethren then approached Lodge St Andrew, Perth and on the 5
January, 1818, Bro. William BAIN proceeded to Edinburgh with thepetition,
the recommendations and the feeto present the sameto Grand L odge.

TheLodgediscovered that thefeefor obtainingacharter was_21 and it would
appear that they were _9short. Grand Lodgedid however authorise, by way
of a letter, the Lodge to start to work until the charter was granted. Bro
Richard WIL SON then advanced thesum of _9 and insisted that the petition
and the money werereturned to Edinburgh the next day.

Onthe4February, 1818 aletter isread from Alex LAWRIE, Grand Secretary
stating that at a meeting of Grand L odge on the 2nd, the charter had been
granted, and the letter immediately authorised the Lodge to commence
working, until thecharter arrived. TheL odgetook theletter to heart and the
following night the 5th February, 1818 M ethven Union Lodge held their first
meeting within M ethven School, seven Brethren wereraised toMaster Masons
and two were made Entered Apprentices. Brethren two things stuck in my
mind at this point (1) the date, February and (2) how good the post was in
those days.

Theclothing of the L odgewasdecided and the colour wasto bea shadeor two
lighter than dark blue.

Onthe22 April, 1818 the L odge was consecr ated by Grand L odge, the Grand
Master Mason and his two wardens presiding over the ceremony. Lodges
represented that day were Scoon & Perth, St Michaels Crieff, Perth Royal



Arch and 40 Brethren of Methven Union Lodge. Following the meeting the
Brethren formed a procession and walked through the village, visiting the
Manse before marching to Methven Castle to pay respect to the owner.

M ethven Union L odgewer e present at anumber of important events, some of
these being: -

[1] 10 May, 1819 Consecr ation of the new L odge of Perth Royal Arch.

[2] March 1821 L odge invited to send a deputation to Bridge of Earn tojoin
L odge St Andrewslay the foundation stone of the new bridge over the River
Earn

[3] Lodge sent a deputation to join Lodge Scoon & Perth at the laying of the
foundation stone of Kinnoull Parish Church.

On the 14 September, 1826 M ethven Union L odgelay thefoundation stone of
the Stegpleat M ethven Parish Church, they had donated 10tothecost of this
erection. The Lodge met with deputations from L odges Scoon & Perth, St
Andrewsand Royal Arch, Perth. They then marched tothewest and east ends
of thevillage beforeproceedingtothespot wherethestonewastobelaid. The
foundation stone was laid by the RWM James Y OUNG.

Sadly Brethren in December, 1839 thingswerenot well with theL odgeand on
the 11 February, 1840, a little over 23 years since it first started, the last
recorded minuteswere written. They were basically to reimburse Brethren
who had paid intoafuneral scheme. At theclosingtherewere 187 member sof
the L odge who had moniesreturned to them.

Asyou will later hear, Methven Union L odge wer e gone but not forgotten.

On the 27 December, 1899 a meeting took place within the Star Hotdl,
Methven where “A meeting of gentlemen interested in the formation of a
Masonic Lodgewasheldthisevening”. JamesWIL SON of Drumtochty House
chaired the meeting and they appointed T.W.REID to take a note of the
business. It was agreed that a Masonic L odge should beformed in M ethven
and that the name should be “Lodge KILDRUMMIE”.

Why the name Kildrummie was chosen is not clear, we know that thereisa
KildrummieTerracein Methven, but did thiscomebeforeor after theL odge.
Theonly other Kildrummy known to meisin Aberdeenshire. Perhapssome of
the founder members come from that area.

Thefirst office bearers of the L odge were appointed and they were RWM



James Wilson, Sub Master Robert Donaldson, WSW Dr W.S. Souter, WJW
John Keay, Secretary T.W. Reid, Treasurer Peter Keay, S.D. David Crearer,
J.D. James Jackson, |.G. Robert Whannell and Tyler R.W. McFarlane. .
Thesefirst officer bearerssigned their nameson a petition form and agreed to
send it to Grand Lodge after obtaining the signatures of the Master and
Wardens of three neighbouring Lodges in Perth and also to obtain the
signatureof theP.G.M. and theP.G. Secretary. Asyou will hear someof these
names are prominent in the early history of the Lodge.

At apreliminary meeting seven candidateswer eannounced and it wasagr eed
that theinitiation fee would be two guineas and the affiliation fee 10 shillings
and 6d.

At a subsequent meeting on the 5th February, 1900, (remember | told you
about February beingadateto bear in mind) held within Drumtochty House,
James Wilson wasin the chair. The Secretary Bro Reid read correspondence
from the P.G.L. regarding the petition, especially a letter from G.L. which
stated that the Charter had been granted and that the L odge could prepareto
work immediately.

| noted from the minutes that everything had been conducted within five
weeks. It was agreed that the L odge should meet on the 1st Thursday of the
month. Three dress aprons, for the RWM and two Wardens, were to be
provided, and the secretary wasto order the necessary books. The colour of
the Lodge Apronswasto be dark blue.

Bro James Wilson had offered to make available, the Recreation Room at
Drumtochty House for meetings and on the 14 February, 1900 the first
meeting was held. P.G.L. wasrepresented by Thomas Chalmersthe P.G.L.
Depute Master and six other members of P.G.L. The P.G.L.D.M. then
“worked the Lodge’, presented the charter and affiliated 5 Brethren into the
Lodge. That night 12 applications were read and approved, and they were
then instructed and obligated in the 1st Degree by the P.G.L.D.M.

It wasagreed that the L odge be consecr ated on the 9th May, 1900. Discussion
took place about a regular meeting place, one option was the Girls school
which had been offered by Colonel Smythe the other was aroom in the late
MrsWrightsproperty. It wasagreed to accept the offer of the Girls Schooal.

Onthe9th May, 1900, L odgeK ildrummiewas consecr ated within Drumtochty
House. The P.G.L. performed the ceremony headed by the P.G.M. Bro.



Colonel Campbell. 1t wasminuted that the ceremony wasof avery impressive
nature. Following the meeting 40 Brethren sat down to dinner.

Onthel7 May, 1900 thefirst meeting took placewithin the Girls Schoolr oom.
It was agreed that Brethren attending the meetings should contribute one
penny towar dsthe cost of Cleaning, Gasand Coal. It wasalso agreed to hold
the first Church service on the 24 June at six o'clock which would be
conducted by the Rev Snaddon of Redgorton.

That first church serviceisdescribed, in the minute book, asfollows* that the
weather was of the most miserable description and entirely marred the pleasure
of the evening”.

During that first year many giftsweredonated to the L odge by the Brethren,
items like tables, ballot box, candelabra, Wardens columns, mark furniture
and Sterling Silver Jewelsfor the RWM, WSW, WJW, S.D. & J.D. many of
thegiftsweremadeanonymously and somewer e bought by the L odge. Oneof
the strangest purchases must have been six spittoons, to be used on har mony
nightsand thismeant that from then on, spitting on thefloor was prohibited.

Onthe7 November, 1901 Bro Dr. Johnston wasinstalled asRWM and one of
hisfirst dutieswasto present P.M. Wilson with hisJewel which wasinscribed
“Presented to Bro. James Wilson, first RWM, by the Brethren of Lodge
Kildrummie 906, as an appreciation of hisvaluable services’.

Brethren | am amazed at how history has a habit of repeating itself, in a
circular from G.L. regarding the Licensing (Scotland) Act, 1903 which was
duetocomeintoeffect. It transpired that theword ‘club’ in theact embraced
Masonic Lodges. A copy of that circular isin the minute book and it makes
for good reading.

InMay 1904 LodgeKildrummiehearsthat amovehasbeen madeto purchase
the Old Chapel at Mansion Nook. Thecost would be_ 100 pluslegal expenses.
The Lodge agreesto offer 100 plus 10 legal fees for a clear and free title
right of entrance, secured for the Old Chapel and ten yardsof thewidth of the
park North of and adjacent to the building. A letter from the Rev. Watson -
Hull isread agreeing to the sale. Donations arerequired from the Brethren
and a committee is formed. They obtain the services of a solicitor Bro
J.W.Wylieand on the 27 May make him an affiliate member (smart move).

The purchase of the building iscompleted in October 1904.



A Hall committeeisformed and plansaredrawn up regarding reconstruction
work to the building. The hall committee hears of various plans to raise
money including a concert which isto be held by aMr. McGlynn.

Although everythingwasnot rosy, at ameeting on the 27 December, 1904, the
L odge hear sabout a slander ousletter which appeared in the Peoples Jour nal
onthe24 December. It wasdecided that an action against the paper should be
raised. In February thefollowing year the Lodgeisinformed by Bro. Wyllie
that following talkswith the paper, wherehehad informed them of the action
to be raised against them, they informed him that following investigation it
was discovered that theletter boreafictitious name and address. The paper
offered the L odge the sum of ten guineasand awritten apology which wasto
be published. The L odge agreed to accept this course of action.

On the 2 November, 1905 the monthly meeting of the L odge took placein the
ante room of the New Hall. Various committees were formed and a scale of
chargesfor theuseof thehall wasagreed. For exampleif you wanted to hold
a ball from 8pm to 3am (they knew how to party in those days) it would cost
you 30 shillings, you got the use of the Hall, Ante Room, the piano, fire and
light. If you didn’t use the anteroom deduct five shillings. A concert would
cost 15 shillings. If you wanted use of theanteroom only then that would cost
five shillings. To hirethe piano would cost seven shillings and 6d.

It would appear from the minutesthat the hall wasin demand, and thefirst
tenants would appear to have been the local Good Templars, who hired the
hall for 55 shillingsper year. Thelocal WomansGuild wereallowed to usethe
Hall free of charge. (Who said girl power only started recently).

After only 18 months the Lodge is informed that it is free from any debt
regarding the purchase of the hall and a small profit had been made
(_14.8sh.3d). It wasdecided to disband all committeeswith the exception of
the hall committee.

For a short period it would appear to have been the trend to gift the Lodge
with portraits, they werefrom PM Bro. Colonel Smythe, PM James Wilson
(thefirst master) and a portrait of the King.

| read with interest about a meeting of the Lodge on the 1 December, 1910
where the Lodge was asked to lay the foundation stone of the new public
school at Methven, with MasonicHonours. The ceremony wastotakeplaceon



the 17 December, 1910 and PM Bro. Dr Alex Johnston was appointed by the
Lodgetolay thestone. The ceremony took place and a deputation from 906,
accompanied by Brethren from Lodge' sNo. 3, 74 & 122 mar ched to the new
school and carried out the ceremony.

Sadly on Christmas day, 1912 the Lodge meet at 1.30pm for the Masonic
Funeral of PM James Wilson. The Lodge marched to his home where the
service was held and then mar ched to the church yard for the burial.

If you recall | did say that Methven Union L odge wer e not forgotten, well on
two occasions artefacts from the Union L odge wer e presented, one was a seal
which | haverecently had the pleasur e of looking at and the other wasa gift of
the minute book which had been in the possession of Bro JamesWyllie. This
book was gifted to the Lodge under certain conditions, and as far as| can
ascertain these conditions probably still exist.

At amonthly meetingacircular isread from Grand L odgerelatingtothefirst
world war, which informed Lodges that Brethren of alien enemy birth or
nationality should abstain from attending Lodges during the war. At a
meeting on the 19 April, 1917, mention is made of a Roll of Honour to the 16
Brethren whofell duringthe Great War. A great deal of discussion took place
regarding certificatesto behanded totheBrethren who fought during thewar,
several illustrations of certificates were examined for example from Lodge
Ancient Stirling No. 30 and Scoon and Perth No. 3. TheL odge secretary was
instructed to obtain a supply of thelatter.

In July, 1917 the L odge becomes the first country L odge to win the Walter
Stuart Bowling Trophy, a trophy presented by Bro Walter Stuart, when he
wasP.G.M. of P.E. (That trophy isstill played for every year )

At ameeting of the Lodge on the 21 November, 1919 arequest isread from a
Bro. Corstorphine, Stanley, craving L odge Kildrummieto sign a petition on
behalf of 18 Brethren, who wished to obtain a Charter from G.L.to form a
Lodge in Stanley. | don’t know what happened, but on the 6 May, 1920
another letter was read from Bro. Smith, King Street, Stanley, asking
Kildrummiefor their support regarding a petition to G.L. The L odge agr ees
and the office bearerssign the petition.

Brethren you may have noticed, and if you didn’t, have a look the next time
you are in the Lodge rooms, there are two items on the South wall, and
reference to them is made in the minute book during the year 1920/21. The



first isaplagueto John Graham regarding hisgenerosity. Hewr ote off aloan
totheL odgewhich in those dayswasa consider able sum of money (_30). The
second istheWar Memorial, theMarble Tablet waspurchased at acost of 29
and two shillingsand it was unveiled during theannual visit from the P.G.L.
of P.E. onthe 28 April, 1921.

In drawing to a close the first 25 years of the Lodge | feel that | should
mention afew Brethren. A Lodgecannot survivewithout a Secretary and for
thefirst twelveyearsKildrummiewaswell represented in thisoffice. From the
beginning until 1906 Bro T.W. Reid and from 1906 to 1912 by Bro. A
Zimmerman. But | think someone who deserves a mention isthe Bro Tyler.
Onthel November, 1923 Bro M acFarlaneinformed the L odgethat hewished
to resign his office as Tyler, due to bad health. Bro MacFarlane had been
Lodge Tyler sincetheinception of theLodge. On the 27 December, 1923 the
L odge rewarded him with a“Wallet of Treasury Notes’.

In bringing to the close the first 25 years of L odge Kildrummie may | draw
your attention to Methven LodgeNo. 51, New Zealand. On the 14 September,
1924, P.M. Bro Goodwin iswelcomed intotheL odgeand hegaveatalk onthe
work of the Craft in New Zealand. Thisisthevery first mention of Methven
L odge No. 51 but not thelast.

It never failsto amaze mehow history hasthehabit of repeating itself, during
my researches for next 25 years, | came across minutes relating to the
installation of Gas Heatersinto the L odge, that wasin March, 1932.

[And asyou are aware Gas Central Heating wasinstalled last year 1999]

During thisperiod the country wasin thegripsof ageneral depression and it
can be of no surprise that candidates wer e scarce and this was commented
upon at theannual visit of P.G.L. At a meeting on the 7 September, 1939 the
L odges hearsthat the RWM Bro. Smith has had to resign from office dueto
moving out of thear ea, sincetheannouncement of thenational emer gency that
had arisen since the last meeting.[2nd World War] At thistime the Lodge
took under serious consider ation abandoning meetings.

During thewar the Brethren of the L odge held dances and or ganise giftsfor
themembersof HM Forces. Lettersarereceived thankingKildrummiefor the
parcels of comforts (cigarettes etc). In 1941 the Lodge premises are taking
over by Military Authorities and the Lodge find it very difficult to find
alternative suitable accommodation, however they still manage to obtain 3
initiatesfor the season. Thereismention of the L odge meeting in emer gency



accommodation in thevillage but it’s not clear exactly where.

At ameeting on the 6 November, 1941 the L odge hear s of an invitation from
Lodge St Andrew No. 74to Kildrummietousetheir premisesto hold meetings.
This was agreed and the first meeting of Lodge Kildrummie to be held in
Perth took placeon the 24 November, 1941 a Monday night. I’'m not surehow
longthey met at Perth, but theminutedated 4 May, 1942 waswrittenin Perth
but the next minute of 2 December, 1942 waswritten at Methven.

In the minute of 4 May, it is written that as it was the last meeting of the
season some recompense should be madeto Lodge St Andrew No. 74 and in
the minute of the meeting in 2 December, there is mention of repairsto the
gratesin thetemporary Lodge. Sol can only assumethat duringthesummer
recess Lodge Kildrummie moved from Perth back to temporary
accommodation in thevillage. | did find a mention of accountsfor repairsto
the place of meeting at Main Street, Methven from a George Wilson.

During these timesit would appear that the R.A.F. moved into thevillage as
thereismention of RAF, Methven. Thiswould appear to have been beneficial
to the Lodge asa number of candidates were c/o RAF Methven.

At the annual visitation from the P.G.L. in May 1943 further mentioned is
made of the temporary accommodation, which was not quite suitable for
L odgepremisesbut thel.P.P.G.M. hoped that during theclose season “ahome
mor e in keeping with the dignity of L odge Kildrummie could be found”. At
the next visit from P.G.L. in April 1945, the minutes show that “theLodgeis
back home”.

During this period it cannot be denied that times were hard, and despite a
struggle to get candidates, Lodge Kildrummie's benevolence could not be
faulted, they supplied parcelsto thefor ces, organised dancesfor Perth Royal
Infirmary and held a combined dancewith the RAF. They did not forget the
local community and raised money for the Sunday School.

During this period there was not much opportunity for any Lodges to hold
special functions, such asthelaying of foundation stones etc, but on the 16

September, 1948 aletter inviting LodgeKildrummieto attend theerection and
consecration of Lodge Abernethy Round Tower, 1429, was read. Lodge
Kildrummie also started to plan their own jubilee celebrations which took
place on the 10 May, 1950 a Deputation from Grand Lodge, headed by the



R.W.G. Almoner BroA Morris(whowasalsotheP.G.M. of P.W.) Plus6 other
Grand L odge Office Bearersand from theP.G.L. of P.E. headed by the P.G.M.
Bro. Archibold werereceived intothe Lodge. Other Lodgesrepresented that
day were Scoon & Perth No. 3, United Lodge of Dunkeld No.14, St Johns
Lodge No0.46, Perth Royal Arch No.122 and Auchtergaven No0.1123. A
deputation was also received from the P.G.L. of P.W.

Another wee bit of history that | found was an invitation from Peace L odge
No. 908, Beirut, L ebanon, invitingthe Brethren of Kildrummieto attend their
50th Anniversary (I wonder if anyone accepted the invitation).

Onceagain in bringing to the close the 50 year s of the Lodge | think it would
bevery remiss of me not to mention a Brother, who | found prominent in the
minutes. Bro. Peter Paton, took over the office of Secretaryin 1912 until 1932,
twenty years as L odge secretary, such dedication deserves a mention.

In entering the next phasein the History of L odge Kildrummie, | haveto be
very car eful, because we have some Brethren among ustoday, who belong to
that era. So | have had to be very selective in choosing what | say as they
could easily contradict me. However | hope that by mentioning one or two
things that | feel important will refresh their memories and perhaps bring
back happy thoughts.

| will stateat thistimethat thethird quarter of the History of the L odge, was
quite uneventful, I do not mean that in a derogatory manner, but the Lodge
just got on withit. Duringthistimel cannot recall any meeting wher eby they
did not wor k a Degr ee of somekind, they always seemed to be having Inquiry
Committee M eetingsand a consider ableamount of Freemasonsweremade at
the hands of the Office Bearers. So pleaseindulgewith meas| takeyou on a
whistle stop tour of Lodge Kildrummie between 1950 and 1975.

On 4 October 1951 a L etter wasread from Grand LodgeinvitingtheRWM, or
hisrepresentativeand good lady to the opening of the Scottish Masonic Home
at Aultwharrie, Dunblane by Her Royal Highnessthe PrincessRoyal. | could
find no reference in subsequent minutes whether or not someone did attend.

On 6th December 1951 at a regular Meeting a letter was read from Bro
William Davidson, a member of 906, now residingin Dunfermline. Hisletter
stated that he would like to arrange a visit between his Mother Lodge and
L odge Union 250, Dunfer mline, which Bro Davidson had been attending. Bro
Davidson asked L odge Kildrummieto consider allowing L odge Union to come



to Methven and work a degree. Thiswas agreed to and on the 26 January,
1952 at a special meeting, the very first visit between the two L odges began,
when the then RWM of Lodge Union, Bro. William McMillan brought a
deputation to Methven and they worked aMark Degree. Thefirst mention of
a Deputation from Lodge Kildrummieto Dunfermline was on the 5th March
1953 led by thethen RWM Bro R. Dick. They worked athird degree.

On 1May 1952 L odgeKildrummiedonated a sum of money towar dsaPlaque
to be placed in St Johns Kirk, Perth in memory of all the Brethren of
Perthshire East who fell during the 2nd World War.

On 25th June 1953 at a Regular M eeting discussionstook place about what to
do with the large hall, despite these discussions the large hall survived for
many moreyears.

On 7th March, 1956 some of the Brethren attended the dedication of L odge
Stanley’s new premises. And on the 7th February, 1957 a letter inviting the
Brethren to the erection and consecration of L odge Stor mont 1524 wasread.

On 2nd October 19581 read that amotion wasr aised regar ding thetimeof the
meetings, some of the Brethren wished the L odgeto open at 7.30pm instead of
7.45pm thereason being wasto allow the Brethren travellingto Perth “to catch
the last ‘bus in comfort”. This motion obvioudy did not succeed as the
meetings continued at 7.45pm.

Duringtheearly part of 1960'stheL odgeheld their first BurnsSupper and in
April, 1960, P.M. Bob Dick took over as Secretary.

On 6th October, 1960 P.M. Dick presented Bro McRobb of L odge
Methven, No. 51, New Zealand, who was on holiday, with a Gavel charging
him to takeit back to hisMother Lodge and to convey the Frater nal
Greetings of Lodge Kildrummie. Bro McRobb must have left thistourist
information leaflet with the Lodge and I must confessthat having heard a
great deal about Methven, New Zealand, it was very pleasing to see
photographs of the actual place and to read about it, although I'm surethat
after nearly forty yearstherewill have been afew changes. [Page 363,
Minute Book No.3]

Receiving and giving giftsoccurred alot during that time, for exampleaBro
Cook of Lodge No. 122 presented the Lodge with a Collection Box. But
perhaps one of the strangest gifts that | noted was a wedding gift from the



Brethren to P.M. Bob Dick, it was an Electric Razor, | can just imagine the
look on hisbridesfacewhen hetold her about that gift. P.M. Dick in thanking
the Lodge for the gift replied that he would always find time to use it on
meeting nights, so perhapstherein liesanother tale. A BroCuthbert, of Lodge
Glammis 99, who had moved into the area and attended Kildrummie on a
regular basis, presented the Lodge with four dozen Ballot Balls. And at the
A.G.M. of the Lodge in November, 1968 the then R.W.M. Donnie Summers
presented to the Lodge a Bible, gifted from Lodge St Andrew No. 74, Perth.

Today we are graced by the presence of the Most Wor shipful, The Grand
Master Mason of Scotland, and | trust Sir that it will not bethelast visit that
you maketo Gods Province, not however thefirst visit of someone of such a
high eminence, for | did find in the minutes of the Management Committee
Meeting of 18 May, 1972, and in the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the
L odge on the 7 September, 1972, mention of a visit from the Grand Master
Mason Bro David Liddell-Grainger the 101st Grand Master Mason of
Scotland. The visit would appear to have been during the close season, for |
could not find any detailsabout it from the Minute Books, per hapssomeof the
Brethren who are heretoday could enlighten us at a later time. However the
visit did cause a bit of a stir asalocal joiner was employed to repair some of
thefurnitureprior to thevigit.

In bringingto aclosethethird quarter of theHistory of LodgeKildrummiel
would like to mention some thing which to me epitomises the meaning of
Freemasonry. On the 5th May, 1973 to celebrate the 21 years of friendship
between Lodge Kildrummieand L odge Union P.M. Bro Richard Hender son,
was made an Honorary Member of Lodge Kildrummie. In 1953 Bro.
Hender son had been in the Chair of King Solomon when Kildrummie made
their first visit to Dunfermline. Later in that year (1973) P.M. Robert Dick
was made an Honorary Member of L odge Union 250.

On checking the minutesin and around the 75th Anniversary of the Lodge
could not find any referenceto that special occasion being celebrated.

Asweenter thehome straight I'm sure that we have among ustonight many
Brethren, like myself, who have very fond memories of Lodge Kildrummie
and it isalwaysdifficult for someonelikemeto detail everythingthat hasbeen
noteworthy, these ar e some of theitemswhich | have picked out, but I’'m sure
that from 1975 to the present time you all have your own particular fond
memories.



It appears that Lodge Kildrummie's sporting achievements should be
mentioned, for examplethey have competed in and arefrequent winnersof the
Masonic Curling Competitionsand | know that it iswith some pridethat the
L odgestill entersateam for the Annual Competition. ThelL odgeBowlersalso
also successful either winning or being runnersup in The Walter Stuart and
Harry Fraser Competitions. The Bowling section in the late 70's and early
80's played Host to the Port Glasgow Masonic Bowling Association and I'm
sure that over the years Brethren from both areas enjoyed themselves, but
sadly due to a lack of bowlers this association had to be discontinued. In
February, 1982 a letter wasreceived from my Mother L odge, Auchtergaven
No. 1123inviting Kildrummieand the United L odge of Dunkeld No. 14totake
part in a Darts and Dominoes Competition between the three Lodges. This
competition is still competed for and if my memory serves mecorrect weare
now on thethird trophy. Thistrophy hasbeen won on many occasions by
Kildrummie, and | echo the sentimentsthat | haveread in the Minute Books
about thiscompetition that it isplayed for in trueMasonic Spirit, and hasfor
many years, and | trust for many moreto come, cemented thefriendship of all
threeLodges. |I'm surethat therearemany of usheretoday that can recall a
tale or two about these nights.

Inthisera, asalways, Giftsplayed quiteapart in theHistory of theL odgeand
examplesare of Brethren being presented with personnel giftsof Apronsand
Sashes, to mark their servicetotheLodge. P.M. Donnie Summerson being
granted the rank of Honorary Grand Bible Bearer was presented with his
Jewel on the 4 March, 1982. A number of Brethren have received
Distinguished Service Diplomasand have been presented with Jewelsfrom the
L odgeto mark the occasions, and | would cite P.M’s Allen, Keay and Ritchie
in this category. P.M. Archie Soutar was gifted a Masonic Watch on the 8
January, 1981 as a token of gratitude. On the 20 November, 1987 Bro lvan
Ford, from Lodge Methven No. 51 New Zealand presented 906 with a
Gavel, Anvil and a Centenary Jews, it was agreed that the Gavel would be
used by the Wardens on Installation Nights and the Jewel would beworn by
theR.W.M. duringhisTerm of Office. P.M.Jim Wallaceon the3rd January,
1991 received a Jewel in the form of Crossed Keys asa recognition of all the
hard work that he had done as Treasurer, Acting Secretary and Steward.

It would be very remiss of me at this stage not to mention Past Master Bob
Dick. Throughout theannalsof the History of the latter part of Kildrummie
his name is very much to the fore, he rose through the ranks and became
Master in 1952 to 1954 and then from 1960 to 1983 he was Secretary of the
Lodge. Heturned down theoffer of an Apron from theL odge stating that his



own was still in a good condition. The Brethren did however on the 1st
December, 1983 present him with this Masonic Watch, which as some of the
member sof Kildrummieareawar e cameinto my possession from MrsDick. |
treasure this Gift as I’'m sure Bob did, and | pledge this promise to Lodge
Kildrummiethat when thetimeisright, pardon the pun Brethren, thiswatch
will return.

L ooking back over the many years, Charity and Benevolence are two words
that can justly beattributed to L odgeKildrummie. They havecontributed too
many just causeswithin and out with the Craft. Until very recently they held
avery successful Annual Divine Servicewher ethe collection went towar dsthe
Local Sunday School. Sadly due to dwindling numbers this event in the
Calender of the L odge had to be stopped. But | did read in the minutesthat
the occasion wasvery much enjoyed by the Brethren and their familiesand in
its hey day was attended by over 130 Brethren with in excess of 25 L odges
being represented. | did notethat for many yearsthe Parade from the L odge
to the Church was always preceded by a Piper and | noted that on many
occasions by the Pipes and Drums of the Provincial Pipe Band.

Lodge Kildrummie has given and many of its members have received
Honorary Membership. Thisdatesway back in theHistory of the L odge but
in more recent times many of the present members of the Lodge are also
membersof other L odges, for example P.M.’sAllen, McKay and Keay but to
mention afew, if fact within oneweek P.M. M cK ay received Hon Member ship
of Lodge Auchtergaven and Lodge Carse of Gowrie [Errol and Inchture].
Members of the L odge have been presented with Honorary Member ship for
their “ZEAL IN FREEMASONRY” and I'm sure that the other Lodges
concerned aretruly grateful for the work that these Brethren have done on
their behalf. As | have stated Lodge Kildrummie have honoured many
Brethren by making them Honorary Members, Past Provincial Grand
Masters, Members of Lodge Union 250, Dunfermline, and Brethren from
within and out with the Province of Perthshire East have all been rewarded,
one Brother of this Province, even told me that he and the present RWM
worked in the Lodge over the Christmas period one year.[Yes Past Master
Ramsay |'vehad that sort of Christmastoo]. | myself wasmadean Honorary
Member of 906in 1997 and I’ m surethat | speak for every Honorary Member
of Lodge Kildrummiethat we are proud to be associated with the L odge and
will give the same support that we have pledged to our Mother L odges.

Sadly oneof theLandmarksof theLodgehad togo, | am of coursereferringto
the Large Hall, for some time discussions had undergone about the future of



thisHall, and it would appear that it became a millstone around the neck of
the Lodge and in May, 1988 the Lodge heard that it was estimated that the
sum of _26,000to 27,000 wasrequired torenovatetheHall, thiswastoo much
and eventually the Hall was closed. However it had been decided that the
L odge should remain in their present location and the members set about
improving the remainder of thefacilities. Work has continued over the past
eleven yearsand it isatributetothemember sthat they havesuch afineL odge
Room. You may recall that | said that History had a habit of repeating itself,
well last year themembersof thelL odgeinstalled GasCentral Heating 67 years
after theinstallation of thefirst gas heaters.

Your funds, R.W.M. arehealthy; fund raising has played amajor partin the
L odge for many years. You yourself organised a 100 Club, back in 1985, |
think you told methat initially it wasfor today’ s proceedings, but thesefunds
have been put to other uses, including thefitting of the heating. The Annual
L odge Dance hasbeen held for alot of yearsand it isvery successful and very
enjoyable. Throughout the Minute Bookstherearemany instanceswhen the
Brethren have donated generously to the L odge and for the sake of modesty |
will not mention names, but Brethren you know who you are and you have
doneyour Lodge proud. And asweareall too well awaretheraising of funds
for small country Lodgeslike ourselvesisa necessity, aswe could not survive
otherwise.

Over many yearsL odge Kildrummie have provided anumber of Brethren as
Office Bearersfor theProvincial Grand L odgeof Perthshire East, namessuch
as P. M.’s Dick, Summers, Soutar, Wallace, McKay, Jamieson, MacDonald,
Ritchie and yourself RW.M. You have now reached the Rank of Depute
Provincial Grand Master. Knowing these Brethren as| do | know that they
will have given the same commitment to Provincial Grand Lodgeasthey did to
their Mother Lodge and Kildrummie arerightly proud of them.

Thisbringsmeontothecurrent membersof LodgeKildrummie. A lot of work
has gone on behind the scenes, to maketoday successful. All the member s of
the L odge have pulled together to help. | must giveamention to Bro Gordon
Christiewho hasundertaking alot of theorganising on behalf of theL odge, no
mean task, but theright man for thejob [after all he’sa man of leisurethese
days]. Andyoursaf RWM, what can we say about you, well you affiliated into
this Lodge in 1979, [I am led to believe that at your enquiry meeting an
inter preter wasrequired because of your Dundee accent]. You rosethrough
theranks of the Lodge. You were part of that famous or infamous Wardens
line up of Flannigan and Allen. You attained the Chair of King Solomon on



the 16 November, 1984 [theminutefor that night recordsthat 25 L odgeswere
represented], you did your two years as Master and | think you’ve been an
Office Bearer every since. You took over the mantle of RWM again in 1997,
and have been instrumental in organising today’s proceedings, again the
Brethren recognised the right man for the job. The members of Lodge
Kildrummiearetruly grateful.

Brethren History isalwaysin themaking. We, today, arepart of theHistory
of Lodge Kildrummie and at future celebrations of the Lodge we will be
remembered for taking part in the 100th Anniversary of theLodge. RMW |
would ask you to accept thisrecord of thefirst 100 year sof L odgeKildrummie
and ask that it be put into the archivesfor futurereference.

And finally | would liketo expressmy thankstotheBrethren who assisted me
in preparingthisrecord. And beforel ask you tobeupstanding, let ussparea
thought for those Absent Brethren, for they area part of todays celebrations
aswell.

Brethren please beupstanding, raiseyour glassesand join with mein wishing
L odge Kildrummie a Happy 100th Birthday. Brethren the Toast is Lodge
Kildrummie No. 906.

PM Bro Ronnie Forbes RWM Auchtergaven 1123



